Maternity Consumer Network
Annual General Meeting Minutes
Friday 12/3/21 1930h EST via Zoom

Meeting opened 1945h, Alecia Staines Chair
1.	Attendance/apologies
Attending – Alecia Staines, Kate Freeman, Marceline Green, Denise Hynd, Anna Siebert, Bec, Anaya; Apologies – Emily Dempster, Lisa
2.	Chairperson’s report – Alecia Staines, accepted, second Marceline Green
2020 saw a huge pause on federal progress of the MBS report and Woman Centred Care-Strategic Directions for Australian Maternity Services.
We did however have a huge year trying to lobby to progress Medicare for homebirth, ensure women still have access to water birth, local birthing options and support of physiological birth. This was constant lobbying with local health services, working with media and local consumers.

In Feb, Alecia flew to Canberra to meet with Indigenous affairs Minister, health minister, MPs and Senators about private midwifery, Medicare and birthing on country. I anticipate this will be ongoing this yr, along with lobbying states and territories to implement WCC- SDAMS.
We have just applied for a $276000 grant for the National Women’s Alliance via the PMs office. Local MP has supported with a letter. Should know in May whether successful. 
3.	Treasurer’s report, accepted, second Alecia Staines.  PDF reports saved to Asana, Drive.
4.	Nomination/allocation of office bearers – All positions declared vacant.  
President nominee – Alecia Staines, second Marceline Green
Vice President nominee – Anne Siebert, second Alecia Staines
Treasurer nominee – Kate Freeman, second Alecia Staines
Secretary nominee – Marceline Green, second Kate Freeman
General committee – Emily Dempster, Lisa, Denise Hynd, Anaya, Bec
Meeting closed 2000h
